
Dear families,  

Who’s that waving axes and brandishing swords? It’s the Saxons invading Britain’s shores! 

During this half term, we’ll start by making our very own Viking inspired shields. We’ll explore 
the significance behind a range of symbols and colours used in the designs and consider how 
we can show a sense of uniformity amongst our tribe by making decisions about the way we 
choose to design our shields. 

We’ll investigate where the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons came from, look at the meaning behind 
their name and explore the different tribes. Our understanding our chronology will be 
developed as we look at how this period of history fits with the ages we have already learnt 
about. Additionally, we’ll explore significant dates within this period and use timelines to 
sequence a range of events. 

Using a range of sources we’ll investigate what life would have been like in the time of the 
Saxons by exploring their towns/ villages and looking at their way of life. We’ll then be able to 
compare and contrast different elements of Saxon life with the way in which the Vikings 
lived. When we learn about the Legend of King Arthur, we’ll retell the story and fuel our 
curiosity by using hot seating to ask and answer a range of questions. 

Using maps of Europe we’ll identify countries from which the Viking raiders came. We’ll 
draw and sketch maps of Europe to show our findings and discover the importance of the city 
of York. We plan to research attack and defence methods used by the Vikings and Saxons 
which will also allow us to investigate their battle techniques and explore the armour they wore.  

We will also explore the patterns used in Anglo-Saxon tapestry’s and we plan to use this as a 
stimulus to develop our own pattern and print making skills. 

Help your child prepare for their project 
Watch out – the Saxons and Vikings are invading! Why not visit your local library together to 
see if there have been any Saxon or Viking invasions in your area? Alternatively, read books 

and watch films together to gain an insight into this period, such as How to Train Your 
Dragon. 

 

We can’t wait to get started!  

Mr Ford and Miss Champion 

  


