
Reception Autumn 1
Our topic this half term is 

friends and family.

Please do not read these books to your child as it will 
spoil the surprises!

Our planning is subject to change according to the children’s interests and development.

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

- Introducing school rules and 
routines

- Learning how to be independent 
Knowing how to ask for help

- Making good relationships with 
peers and adults

- Showing awareness of our feelings 
and those of others

Communication and Language
- Developing concentration
- Following simple instructions
- Extending Vocabulary
- Being confident to speak in different 

situations
- Responding to others

Physical Development
- Getting dressed and undressed
- Toilet routine and how to maintain good personal hygiene
- Trying a range of healthy foods for snack and at lunchtime
- Developing fine and gross motor skills, through a variety of 

games and activities, such as tweezers, dough and dancing
- Experimenting with ways of moving and negotiating space

Literacy
- How to look after and use books
- Joining in with stories anticipating 

events, using rhymes and vocabulary
- Start of daily phonics sessions
- Giving meaning to marks as we write
- Recognising and writing our names

For the first few weeks our focus will be settling into school life. 

Mathematics
- Counting a range of objects
- Recognising and ordering numbers 

to ten and beyond
- Using the vocabulary of more and 

less/fewer
- Estimating how many objects are in 

a group

Understanding the World
- How to look after and use our 

outdoor learning environment
- Learning about different natural 

environments and exploring 
similarities and differences

- Discussing our friends and 
families

- Introduction to some ICT 
equipment including interactive 
whiteboards and ‘beebots’.

Expressive Art and Design
- Learning new songs and dances
- Engaging in imaginative play
- Creating art work using a variety 

of media

Characteristics of Learning: showing curiosity, being proud of our learning, being willing to try.


