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THIS WEEK AT LPPS 

Happy World Book Day from all of us at LPPS. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

The more cars that we add onto Hawksbrook Lane, 

the worse the problem becomes. Each person who 

drives up to the school, parks on the secondary school 

car parks, parks on dropped curbs, drives too fast, are 

all part of the problem. There are very few members 

of our school community who have a legitimate 

reason to need to drive onto the lane. We all need to 

take responsibility to not be part of the problem. 

Although the majority of families do walk some or all 

of the way to school, it only takes one car for there to 

be a fatality. Don’t think it won’t be you who causes 

the accident.  

A disregard to the requests that have been made does 

not role model to our children that we need to follow 

instructions that are there to keep everyone safe.  

Park and stride to support in improving the safety of 

Hawksbrook Lane.  

 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING  

 

TALKING TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG 

PEOPLE ABOUT WAR AND CONFLICT 

When war or conflict is in the news, it can cause 
feelings such as fear, sadness and anxiety for children, 
young people and adults. Place2Be’s Educational 
Psychologists share their advice on how to talk to 
children and young people about war and conflict, 
and support them if they’re struggling with the news. 

As teachers, parents and carers, it is impossible to 
protect children from frightening and confusing world 
events, such as war and conflict. We can, however: 

• Create a sense of safety at home and school 

• Find ways to cope together with uncertainty 

• Be hopeful for peace and safety for all 

• Be compassionate 

• Look after our own wellbeing and seek 
support as we support others 

When talking to children and young people about 
war, it is important to take into account their age, 
stage of development and whether they have special 
educational needs, additional support needs or other 
needs that may make them more vulnerable. 

Here are some things you may find helpful: 

• Try to find out what your children already 
know about the situation, and how they 
found out about it. Reinforce the importance 
of getting their news from a reputable source, 
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such as the BBC. You could look at reliable 
news sources together. 

• Encourage young people to access a range of 
media content that they normally enjoy. This 
will help guard against overexposure to news 
and ‘doom-scrolling’. 

• Children may be exposed to explicit images 
that can trigger fear responses. Let them 
know that you are open to talking about what 
they have seen or heard. 

• Be open to talking with children about the 
war, but say that you may not have all the 
answers. If you are unsure, say that you don’t 
know. Acknowledge uncertainty and validate 
the feelings that arise from uncertainty. For 
example, “IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU ARE 
UNSURE AND ARE WORRIED ABOUT WHAT 
COULD HAPPEN NEXT”. 

• Young children may not talk directly about 
war, but their fears might come out in play. 
You can join their play to help them explore 
their feelings. 

• Ask children about their feelings about the 
war. For example, they may feel worried, 
frightened, angry or confused or a whole 
range of other emotions. Listen to their 
feelings and acknowledge them as valid, 
rather than minimising them. 

• At the same time, reassure your child that 
parents and carers at home, and teachers at 
school, are there to keep them safe and that 
many people around the world are working 
hard to try to resolve the conflict. 

• Encourage children to think about the things 
they can be more certain about and influence, 
and to look after their own wellbeing. For 
example, they can still play, learn, be with 
their friends, listen to music, play sport etc. 

• Children with existing mental health needs 
and/or SEND/ASN may need some extra 

support. This resource from Phoenix 
Education Consultancy may be useful. 

• Children who have family and friends in war-
torn countries may feel particularly upset. 
Children from all communities will need 
compassion, support and to feel safe. You 
may need to monitor how people in school 
(and beyond) are responding to classmates, 
colleagues and families from the communities 
most directly affected. 

• Be aware of children and families who are 
refugees and have fled conflict, as recent 
events may be particularly poignant for them. 

• If children want to help, encourage their 
concern and compassion. This might include 
raising funds, campaigning for peace, posting 
messages of hope etc. 

• Children who have members of their families 
in the armed forces are likely to fear for the 
safety of their loved ones. Be mindful that 
these children may need additional space, 
time and support. Further information and 
resources are available from Little Troopers. 

Children’s ability to cope is influenced by their 
teachers, parents, carers and other important adults 
in their lives. It is important that you look after your 
own mental health and seek support if you feel 
overwhelmed. 

• Shout Text Helpline, 
text CONNECT to 85258 to contact Shout for 
free, 24/7. 

• Education Support Partnership Helpline, 
call 08000 562 561 or text 07909 341229 for 
free, 24/7. 

• The Young Minds Parents Helpline, call for 
free on 0808 802 5544 (9.30am - 4pm, 
Monday-Friday, UK). 
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https://www.phoenixgrouphq.com/_files/ugd/bbe3de_9b3f2f5fddad41d69c809a2c116dc75e.pdf
https://www.littletroopers.net/little-troopers-at-school/resources-for-schools/
https://www.littletroopers.net/little-troopers-at-school/resources-for-schools/
https://giveusashout.org/
http://www.educationsupport.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
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SUBJECT FOCUS –  PRIMARY LANGUAGES - FRENCH 

 

At LPPS, we have one hour of French every week, and 

we are lucky enough to have a dedicated languages 

studio in which to enjoy our lessons.  

We have lots of different ways to learn, including 

speaking activities with finger puppets or a flying 

monkey, singing French songs, listening to stories and 

learning funny actions to remember our new phonics 

sounds. But we also read sentences then draw what 

they mean, and we even write in French, both in our 

books and on whiteboards, in mini-books, triaramas or 

with ‘magic finger pens’, on each others’ backs!  

We also celebrate all home languages, and children can 

earn ‘bons points’ by sharing new words or cultural 

stories and traditions with their classmates.  

Here are some examples of the sort of topic that we 

cover:  

Year 3 have been discovering that all French nouns are 

either masculine or feminine, and we have learnt a 

great song to help us to get our heads around this new 

concept. This half term they will be learning to write 

the date in French, this involves a very energetic 

‘jumping the months’ game.  

Year 4 have been finding out about French schools and 

the way in which children from all over the world might 

travel to school. We have also been expressing our 

opinions about school subjects in writing and playing a 

game to help us to learn school equipment vocabulary. 

This half-term we will be starting our project about 

pets. There is much enthusiasm for this topic already!  

And finally, Year 5 have been learning to adapt a French 

poem, which showcases their impressive 

understanding of manipulating regular and irregular 

adjectives in another language. This half-term they will 

be writing a weather forecast for a country in the 

French-speaking world. (La Francophonie.)  

Madame Lawlor is very proud of her young linguists! 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

Hopefully by now you should 
have spotted our school 
council reps modelling their 
smart new badges! 
  
  
 
We had some great school improvement suggestions 
shared in our last school council meeting. Following 
our meeting, Mrs Kluzek has kindly agreed to 
purchasing a set of football goals that can be used 
during playtimes and P.E. lessons, and school council 
reps are in the process of collecting book suggestions 
from their peers to improve their class libraries. Also, 
the school council reps have liaised with the Eco 
Warriors to encourage litter picking in the playground. 
  
We will be having our next school council meeting in 
the next couple of weeks so if you have any ideas for 
how to improve LPPS please pop them in your class 
suggestion box! 
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REMINDER - SNACKS 

We would like to remind you that all break time 

snacks must be healthy, low in sugar and nut free. 

Children in EYFS and Key Stage One receive a piece of 

fruit or a vegetable at break time from a government 

funded scheme and parents should not provide a 

snack. 

Children in Key Stage Two are to bring in their own 

snack if they wish and we would recommend they do. 

Some examples of a healthy, low-sugar snack include: 

Chopped/prepared vegetables 
Chopped/prepared fruit 
Plain rice cakes or crackers 

 
Snacks for break time that are high in sugar will be 
confiscated and returned to the adult collecting the 
child at the end of the school day. 

Food items such as biscuits or crisps should only be 

included in a packed lunch, on the proviso that the 

rest of the packed lunch is healthy. 

Please note that snacks provided for extracurricular 

activities should also be healthy, low in sugar and 

nut free. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Not only are we excited about Mrs 

Noble’s news, we are thrilled to be 

able to share with you that Mrs 

Browne is expecting her first baby, 

due this summer. I know that you 

will join with us in congratulating 

her.  

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

• 8th & 9th March – Parents Evenings 

• 10th March – Doves Library Visit 

• 11th March – EYFS Hearing Dog visit 

• 11th March – Swans Museum of Docklands 
Visit 

• 17th March – Robins Library Visit 

• 17th March – Swans Library Visit 

• 18th March – Year 5 Tower of London Visit 

• 18th March – Red Nose Day  

• 23rd March – Infant Song Festival at Langley 
Park School for Boys (Years 1, 2 and selected 
Year 4 children) 

• 24th March & 31st March – Parakeets Library 
Visits 

• 25th March – Doves Museum of Docklands 
Visit 

• 25th March – Langley Park Music Festival 
Finale (Years 1 & 2) 
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