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Dear Families, 

In this bumper issue, we are celebrating some of the 

ways the learning experience is enhanced here at 

LPPS. We are very excited to have our own netball 

team now and you can read all about the training the 

children have been doing so far this term.  

The technology room is in full use with our budding 

chefs in KS1 and Mrs Bentley has shared with you 

what the children have been up to. Read on! 

Thank you to those who attended the session on 

school street. The more views we hear the more likely 

we can find a positive, effective way to make the road 

as safe as possible. I will be in touch with those who 

have shown interest in being part of the working 

group next week. 

Can I please remind you that the 

disabled bays need to be available 

to those who need them both at the 

start and end of the school day. This 

includes collection time after clubs. 

Please be considerate of this need.  
 

I hope that you enjoy reading about what we have 

been up to in the last two weeks.  

Mrs Kluzek 

Head Teacher 

 
I have really enjoyed visits from a number of children 

who have shown amazing perseverance in the last 

two weeks. I had to make some more golden tickets 

as many children were receiving them. Well done and 

keep it up.  

Ask your child what strategies we’ve been thinking 

about to help us to persevere.  

 
 
We are excited to 
be putting together 
a short video to 
celebrate the 
various travel 
routes to school 
that our children 
use, but we need 
your help! 
  
The video, which is being organised by the parents of 
Callum in Nightingales, will be available to new and 
current parents to encourage less car use in 
Hawksbrook Lane and alternatives, such as park and 
stride, bus, bike, walk, and scooters, in order to help 
keep the area around the school safe and reduce 
congestion.  
  
We need children and adults to take part in the 
filming around Hawksbrook Lane in February half 
term. We are also looking for families to film parts of 
their journey to or from school. If you are interested 
in taking part, please email the school office [or speak 
to Callum's mum] by Friday 7th February. 
 
A WhatsApp group will be set up by Mrs Urie to 
arrange the most suitable day for the filming. 

 

 
With Young Carers Awareness Day on 30th January 

2020, we want to take the opportunity to raise 

awareness of the support that is out there for young 

and adult carers. Please see our noticeboard for local 

support based in Beckenham. ‘Carerstrust’ also 

provides a wealth of help and advice which can be 

found here: https://carers.org/  

https://carers.org/
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Netball at LPPS – Miss Smith 

This term, we have been lucky enough to welcome our very own netball coach: Miss Barzdenyte from Teach Sport. 

Miss Barzdenyte met all of the LPPS staff team during the first week back of the new term and put all of us through 

our paces in a staff netball coaching session; the teachers became the pupils! 

‘It was amazing to see the enthusiastic staff of LPPS getting stuck in to the netball training session. I look forward to 

helping the children progress in their understanding of netball and ultimately putting these skills into practice in their 

upcoming competitions’ - Miss Barzdenyte 

We brushed up on our netball skills, including the rules of footwork, different ways of passing the ball, as well as 

gaining an understanding of the rules of the game. 

We learnt how to effectively play high five netball. It was great to be active and bought back lots of memories from 

when I played when I was younger! My favourite part was actually getting to play a few games. This really made my 

understanding of the game concrete’ – Miss Blundell 

 

Alongside Miss Barzdenyte, the teachers have been putting their revised 

skills to the test and have been delivering netball lessons to the children in 

Year 2 and 3. Reception and Year 1 have been focusing on developing their 

ball skills and hand and eye coordination. This specialised netball coaching is 

delivered to the children in their usual outdoor PE session. It’s safe to say 

that both staff and pupils are learning a lot from Miss Barzdenyte and it has 

been brilliant to see the whole school enjoying the game.  

 

‘I like playing netball because it keeps me fit and it’s fun. I didn’t know about 

netball before. I enjoy playing something completely different to other things we have in PE before.’ – Millie, Year 3 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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Why High-5’s? 
 
High 5’s is an adaptation of the traditional netball game. The reason we have 
chosen to focus on this version is because it enables both boys and girls to play. 
Within this game, there are no ‘wing’ positions and within each quarter, the 
children move around positions. This not only increases engagement for all but 
helps the children to gain a greater understanding of the game, as they play it 
from many different positions.  
 

Above on the left is a diagram of the different positions and where 
on court the players are allowed to play. The diagram on the right 
demonstrates how a high-5 netball team can be made up of a 
squad of 7, 8 or 9 players and shows how the children rotate 
positions each quarter.  
 
‘I like being competitive so playing netball has been fun because 
we get to play in teams against each other. It has also been quite 
tricky because you have to learn not to run with the ball.’ – Zach, Year 3 
 
In addition to this, Miss Barzdenyte will also be facilitating a netball training session after school for Year 3 pupils. In 
these sessions, she will consolidate the learning taking place during PE lessons by organising children in to game 
situations. This will enable children to put their knowledge to the test and to gain confidence when playing 
competitively.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am also thrilled to announce that on Monday 9th March, LPPS will be hosting an inter-trust netball tournament, 

involving Hawes Down Primary and Clare House Primary. The matches will take place on the LPGS netball courts and 

will begin at 3.30pm. We would like to welcome parents to come along and support the children in these games.  

Learning to play netball this term is proving to be a great way for children to develop new skills, build confidence and 

to enjoy engaging in a competitive physical activity.  

‘Playing netball is great because we are having fun and doing exercise without even realising we are doing exercise! – 

Noah, Year 2 

 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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Ready Steady Cook  
Last year we launched a cooking curriculum in 
KS1 and it has proved very successful. We want to 
inspire our children to be around a kitchen 
environment and learn to cook. The children have 
been working in small groups with Mrs Bentley 
every Wednesday afternoon following healthy 
recipes and gaining confidence in learning new 
skills. 

Research has shown that when children eat 
better, they do better and make healthier food choices throughout their lives. 

 At LPPS we are very fortunate to have some very talented and enthusiastic chefs. Each week the children attend 
cookery lessons with big smiles ready to learn. They know how to behave sensibly in the kitchen and look forward to 
seeing their creations at the end.  

Year 1 classes started off with making Guacamole and provided some ‘interesting’ 
adjectives to describe the colour, texture, taste and appearance of the dip. The 
children have learnt where Avocados come from and know how to identify a ripe one. 
Question: Did you know Guacamole originated in Latin 
America but is an Avocado a fruit or a vegetable?  

Year 2 classes are currently learning how to use knives 
safely by applying the ‘Bridge’ and ‘Claw methods 
which they adopted when preparing peppers to top 
their Mini Flatbread Pizzas. We used wholemeal pitta 
breads as a healthier option to replace the pizza dough 
and the children really enjoyed covering the bread (and 
themselves) with tomato sauce. At the end of each 
cookery lesson we need to make sure we leave the 

kitchen as we find it and this means washing and cleaning up. We are still working on 
the enthusiasm for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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Reception 

Reception have had so much fun over the last two 
weeks! We finished our book ‘Astro Girl’ and we are 
well equipped with lots of facts about Space. Did you 
know that if you cry in space your tears go up? We 
have loved learning lots of interesting information in 
science as well. We have explored different materials 
to find out how well they keep things hot, if they are 
waterproof and how 
stretchy they are. We 
found out that tin foil 
was the best at keeping 
a potato hot and that 
plastic was a good 
waterproof material.  

This week we have moved onto learning about 
Chinese New Year. We have made lanterns, fans and 
cards. We have also been exploring with creating 
Chinese numbers. In maths, we have been 
subtracting. We have used cubes, blocks, part whole 
models and tens frames to help with our learning. 

The puffins performed in their assembly last week 
which was all about the 
topic ‘Frozen’. We are 
very proud of the 
children’s first assembly 
at school! Robin class 
have been to the library 
this week which was a 
success. We met a 
librarian called Sarah who taught us all about the 
library. We are sure the Puffins will have a great time 
on their trip to the library on Tuesday.  

We can’t wait to see what the next couple of weeks 
bring! 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Miss Blundell & Miss Smith 

 

 

Year 1 

In Year 1 this week, we have been focusing on real-life 
heroes and thinking about how they help in our 
community. We were 
very lucky to have 
been visited by some 
police officers who 
answered questions 
posed to them by the 
children. Next week, 
we will be visited by 
some firefighters. 
Please discuss with 
your children the sorts 
of questions they 
might like to ask the 
firefighters. 

 
In art, we have been studying Pop Art, in particular 
the work of Roy Lichtenstein. We discovered that he 
mostly used bright primary colours, and used images 
from popular images and icons. We had a go at 
creating our own Pop Art inspired artwork 
using onomatopoeic words and experimented with 
different patterns using oil pastels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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In maths, we have been counting, writing and 
comparing numbers up to 50. We have been using 
concrete resources such as dienes to help us create 
two-digit numbers out of ten sticks and one cubes. 
We practiced partitioning numbers within 50 using a 
part-whole model. We have also been using pictorial 
representations to help us compare numbers using 
'more than' (>), 'less than' (<) and 'equal to' (=).    
      

In science we are thinking about our 5 senses. We 
spent an afternoon last week, investigating different 
smells. We had 5 mystery pots and had to guess what 
smell each contained. Vinegar was definitely the least 
popular smell and lavender and mint were the most 
popular! 
In phonics we are now focusing on the sound /air/ 
(air, ere, eir, ayor, ear, ayer). Please help your child 
spot words which contain this sound either in their 
books or whilst out and about. In English, we started 
looking at how to use the suffixes ‘ed’, ‘er’ and ‘est’ 
  

Year 2 

As usual, it's been a busy and creative couple of weeks 
for year 2. In design and technology, our castles are 
being built on schedule; only the portcullis and the 
drawbridge to go to complete our fortified residences. 
To support our learning about towers, tunnels and 
turrets we learned about the parts of a knight's 
armour and considered which was the most useful 
part of the armour. This led to some interesting 
debates about which was our most important organ 
or limb, and which we would choose to protect over 
all of the others. As part of our science learning about 
how the shape of objects change when you squash, 
bend, squeeze or twist, we made swords for our 
knights using balloons and wrote instructions.  
 
We have also been thinking scientifically and asking 
questions and considering how to investigate by 
performing tests. We want to measure how stretchy 
things are and how different conditions or materials 
lead to different 'stretchiness' results. In our next 
lesson we will plan our tests and consider how to 
make the test fair and purposeful whilst also making 
predictions about the results. 
 
In maths we have been learning to tell the time using 
our own hand made clocks and over the coming 
weeks we will be learning how to find fractions of 
shapes and quantities. We are practising arithmetic 
daily in our early morning work to ensure we are 
continuing to secure our calculation skills too.  
 
In English, we wrote some spectacular poems about 
ten things you might find in a dragon slayer's satchel, 
which we based on the poem Ten Things Found in a 
Wizard's Pocket, by Ian McMillan. The children 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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thought beyond the literal and included things like, a 
cup of bravery and a single spray of breath freshener! 
 
Netball training is going really well as we move 
through the skills of passing and receiving as well as 
pivoting (which is harder than you might think!). We 
have successfully mastered the chest pass, bounce 
pass and the shoulder throw. The basketball hoop in 
the playground has also allowed us some lunch time 
target practise! 
 
We are really looking forward to our trip to the Apple 
Store and have been working on our knowledge of 
coding and algorithms so that we can impress the 
expert staff. We used Scratch Jnr to practise creating 
our own algorithms and Scratch Addition Race to look 
inside a game so that we can see the algorithm. It's 
interesting stuff getting inside the mind of a 
computer! 

 
 
Not long to go until our half year point but, so much 
more to learn!  
 
Year 2 
 
P.S I was going to do a joke about clocks and watches 
but, I haven't got time! 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a fabulous 2 weeks!  

In English, we have been continuing our work on 

writing non-chronological reports. The children did a 

fantastic job of skimming and scanning non-fiction 

texts to find information on pollution.  

Did you know the amount 

of plastic humans use 

every year weighs the 

same as 30 million 

elephants? We have also 

been writing persuasive 

letters to encourage local 

councils to do more to 

prevent litter.  

In Maths, we have been 

telling the time to the 

nearest 5 minutes. Make 

sure to keep practising 

telling the time on an 

analogue clock at home.  

 

In Science, we have been investigating what darkness 

means and finding ways to show darkness. We have 

also been using torches to test if surfaces are shiny or 

dull.  

For our topic of urban pioneers we have been drawing 

silhouettes of the London skyline. We have also 

created our own maps to show urban and suburban 

areas including the human and physical geographical 

features.   

Year 3 are 

really 

engaged 

with their 

topic and 

can’t wait 

for the trip 

on 

Monday! 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/
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Our overall school attendance is at 96.6% since the 

start of this school year. 

Attendance this week: 

Attendance for this week is at 96.8%.  

Well done to Robins class who have managed 100% 

attendance this week. 

 

 

Gold Certificate Awards 

Last week’s Golden Certificates: 

                Robins                           Puffins                        

  Imaani  Hugo 

  Harry                              Neel 

  Hummingbirds             Nightingales 

  Liam                         Callum 

  Ciaran               Zuzu    

  Kingfishers  Herons 

  Danica                           Anais 

  Ray                      Ethan 

  Starlings  Wrens 

  Willow                           Yacouba 

  Micah                    Elijah 

 

This week’s Golden Certificates: 

 

  Robins                           Puffins  

  Grayson                         Adam 

  Derica   Matthew 

  Hummingbirds             Nightingales 

  Maya                Samuel                    

  Arun                Tarique    

  Kingfishers  Herons  

  Arthur                            Jan 

  George                          Olivia   

  Starlings  Wrens  

                Isabella                          Noah 

  Bella                 Grace  

 

 

 

This week’s house point winners are Wickham.  

 

 

 

 

 Lates Authorised 
Absences 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Total 
Attendance 

Class No. Number Number % 
Robins 1 0 0 100.0 
Wrens 0 0.5 0 99.6 
Hummingbirds 1 1 0 99.1 
Herons 1 1 0 98.9 
Puffins 0 1.5 0 98.4 
Nightingales 0 6 0 95.0 
Starlings 0 5.5 0 94.5 
Kingfishers 3 11 0 87.5 
Total 6 26.5 0 96.8 

Dates for your diaries 
 

February 

Monday 3rd February – Y3 National Gallery Trip 

Monday 3rd February – Y1 Fire engine visit 

Tuesday 4th February – Reception library trip 

Wednesday 5th February – Robins Class Assembly – 

10.30am 

Monday 10th February – Internet Safety Day 

Monday 10th February – Kingfisher Apple Store Trip 

Thursday 13th February – Herons Apple Store Trip 

 

March 

Monday 2nd March – Parents Evening 

Thursday 5th March – Parents Evening  

NB: Parents evening dates may be subject to 

alteration. If there is to be a change, this will be 

noted in the next newsletter.  

 

http://www.langleyprimary.org.uk/

